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quainted with Darracq's paper *.    Henceforth the term   , ChaP_i.IL,
acetous acid must either be wholly dropt by chemists,
or employed, in a sense different from what was former-*
ly affixed to it.

4. This acid is transparent and colourless like water. Properties,
It has a peculiar aromatic smell when in the state of
acetous acid $ but concentrated acetic acid, when procu-
red in the usual way*, has an empyreumatic odour mix-
ed with the natural smell of vinegar, owing to a small
portion of oil formed during the process t-

Another method of procuring this acid in a concen-
trated state, has been proposed by different chemists,
and brought to a state of perfection by Lowitz of Pe~
tersburgh. Distil a mixture of three parts of acetate
of potash and four parts of sulphuric acid, till the ace-
tic acid has come over into the receiver, To separate
the sulphuric acid with which it is in some measure
contaminated, rectify the liquid by distilling it off a
portion-of acetate ofbarytes. The acid that comes
over crystallizes in the receiver.

The specific gravity of distilled vinegar varies from
1*007 to 1*0095 ; but radical vinegar is much more
concentrated, its specific gravity being as high as
1*080 J. In that state it is extremely pungent and
acrid; and when it is applied to the skin, it reddens and
corrodes it in a very short time. It is exceedingly vo-
latile ; and when heated in the open air, takes fire so
readily,, that one would be tempted to suspect the pre-
sence of ether in it. It unites with water in any pro-

* Jour, de Pbys. Ivi. 2IO.                 f Axn, ds CFrix. XXXvil IXI*
| Richter.   Gehlen's Jour, fa n.